
Always read your car seat owners manual and vehicle owners manual to ensure proper use and installation of your car seat.

SAFE KIDS is proudly led by 
Helen DeVos Children's Hospital

616-391-SAFE

40 lbs. to a height of 4�9� AND 80 lbs. (review Five Step Test)

Seat Type: Combination (used as booster), High back
booster or No back booster

Direction in Vehicle: Forward facing. Kids under 13 
are safest in the back seat

Seat belt: Always use a lap/shoulder belt with a 
booster. 

Shoulder Belt: snug with no slack

NOTE: Use the shoulder belt adjuster if shoulder belt
touches the neck. It should cross the collar bone.
(Not touching the neck and not off the shoulder.)

40 lbs. to a height of
4�9� AND 80 lbs.

Restraint Type: Lap and shoulder belt

Kids under 13 should ride in the backseat always.

If you answer “yes” to all of the Five Step Test
questions, your child is ready for the lap/shoulder belt. 

1. Is your child 4’9” AND 80 lbs.?
2. Does the lap belt sit low - across the upper thighs?
3. Does the shoulder belt lie across the collar bone - 

not touching the neck and not off the shoulder?
4. When the child’s bottom is scooted all the 

way back against the seat back, do their knees bend
at the edge of the auto seat?

5. Can the child stay seated that way for the entire trip?

Minimum of 4� 9�
AND 80 lbs.

Important: When using a convertible seat rear facing be sure to: 
1. Use the rear facing seat belt path
2. Use the lower harness slots
3. Make sure seat is in the reclined position

Seat Type: Infant seat or rear facing convertible

Direction in Vehicle: Rear facing

Harness Straps: At or below shoulder level

Harness Clip: Always at armpit level

Straps: Snug with no slack

Angle: 450 recline (can use pool noodles or 
tightly rolled old towel)

Birth to 1 yr. AND 20 - 30 lbs.
It is best to keep child rear facing as
long as the seat allows. Most convertible
seats accommodate rear facing to 30 lbs.

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Seat Type: Forward facing convertible or combination

Direction in Vehicle: Forward facing

Harness Straps: At or above shoulder level

Harness Clip: Always at armpit level

Straps: Snug with no slack

Angle: No recline - fully upright

1 Year AND 20 - 30 lbs.
to 40 lbs.

notes:

Important: When using a convertible seat forward facing be sure to: 
1. Use the forward facing seat belt path
2. Use the top reinforced harness slots
3. Switch the recline adjuster to the upright position


